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Opportunities and 
Oversights

Linking Research and Practice in Schools

Elizabeth N. Farley‐Ripple, University of Delaware
2019 SCEPUR Conference

How I got 
here…
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MISSION: To expand the study of knowledge utilization and 
produce a more holistic picture of what drives research use, from the production of 
knowledge by researchers, to the application of research knowledge in local 
decision‐making 
processes.  To do this, we need to study the school‐based 
practitioner community, the research community and the 
connections between them.

ACTIVITIES:

• Develop and validate parallel instruments for both researcher and practitioner 
communities that capture key aspects of research supply and demand.

• Quantify and compare researchers’ and practitioners’ perspectives on research 
evidence and its utility.

• Identify factors that support connections between 
researchers and practitioners, and use of research in decision‐making

INSTRUMENT 
BUILDING

MIXED METHODS 
ANALYSIS

RELIABILITY 
AND VALIDITY 

TESTING

DESCRIPTIVE 
ANALYSES

PREDICTIVE
ANALYSES CASE STUDIES

ENGAGEMENT AND OUTREACH

COMMUNICATION AND DISSEMINATION
PHASE I:	Measurement	Study

PHASE II:	
Descriptive	Study	of	Practice	Community
Descriptive	Study	of	Research	Community
Case	Studies	of	Deep	Research	Use
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Today

1. Why link research and practice?

2. Three frameworks for thinking about those 
connections

3. Opportunities and oversights

4. What’s next?

Why do we 
want to link 
research and 
practice?
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The problem 
of knowledge 
utilization in 
education…

Two 
communities
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A social‐
ecological 
perspective

Theory of 
change
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Bring all 
three frames 
together

 Research and practice often constitute distinct communities…each 
operating within their own ecosystem of influences

 Efforts to strengthen ties between communities demand approaches 
that address both communities (bidirectionality)

 Conceptualizing a joint ecosystem organized around those links can 
help us identify potential influences, or levers.

 Levers must have potential to address or surmount gaps between 
communities and to shape use and production processes.

Opportunity #1: 
Data‐focused 
partnerships
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Opportunity #1: 
Data‐focused 
partnerships

Gaps in Assumptions 
& Perspectives

Usefulness of research products

Nature and quality of research

Problems research addresses

Structures, processes, incentives

Specific relationship between communities

Opportunity 
#2: Academic 
preparation 
programs

data

Education level of 
educator sample

IES allocation of 
research funding
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Opportunity 
#2: Academic 
preparation 
programs

Gaps in Assumptions 
& Perspectives

Usefulness of research products

Nature and quality of research

Problems research addresses

Structures, processes, incentives

Specific relationship between communities

Indicate if 
you’ve had any 
of the following 
experiences:

Comparison 
of experiences 
to perceived 
capacity to 
critically 
consume 
research

Opportunity 
#2: Academic 
preparation 
programs
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Oversight #1: 
Conferences

Oversight #1: 
Conferences

Gaps in Assumptions 
& Perspectives

Usefulness of research products

Nature and quality of research

Problems research addresses

Structures, processes, incentives

Specific relationship between communities
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Oversight #2: 
Unions as 
knowledge 
mobilizers

Oversight #2: 
Unions as 
knowledge 
mobilizers

Gaps in Assumptions 
& Perspectives

Usefulness of research products

Nature and quality of research

Problems research addresses

Structures, processes, incentives

Specific relationship between communities
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Overcoming 
oversights, 
maximizing 
opportunities

Looking ahead
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Additional 
resources

www.research4schools.org

 Farley-Ripple, E., May, H., Karpyn, A., Tilley, K., & McDonough, K. (2018). 
Rethinking connections between research and practice in education: A 
conceptual framework. Educational Researcher, 47(4), 235-245.

 http://www.cresp.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/CRESP-Research-
Report-Researcher-Access.pdf

 Practitioner Survey: https://tinyurl.com/UD-SEE-P-Review

 Researcher Survey: https://tinyurl.com/UD-SEE-R-Review

www.ncrpp.org

 http://ncrpp.org/assets/documents/NCRPP-Technical-Report-No-3_Executive-
Summary.pdf

 http://ncrpp.org/assets/documents/NCRPP_CSSS-Final-Report_Year-2.pdf

Firestone, W. Perry, J. Leland, A., McKeon, R. (under review). Leadership 
capacity to use research: A view from the educational doctorate. 

http://nnerpp.rice.edu/

http://wtgrantfoundation.org/focus-areas/improving-use-research-
evidence/teaching-and-learning
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